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From the Pastor
WHY | AM A CHRISTIAN!

The journey has just begun. Such words concluded the Celebration Sunday and the first phase of “Building God’s
Kingdom”. In short, that statement is not about US. It is about GOD!

Itis not about us! It is not about what we have accomplished. It is not about whether or not we build a new Fellowship
Hall or. Itis not about raising dollars for a capital campaign.

It IS about God! The greatest epiphany of the Building God’s Kingdom initiative in the past weeks was NOT about
bricks and mortars. It IS the nagging, urgent desire to revitalize our faith and spirituality.

If we are not passionate and eager to know all we can about faith in Jesus Christ... If we are not zealous about our
spiritual core and souls... then, all else is in vain! Building God's Kingdom, for me, has moved from just a building
program to a revival of discipleship. Thus, | believe the greater goal for us is in pursuing, engaging, and living a
revival of discipleship.

The next phase, or leg of our journey is a focus on a revival of discipleship for each of us and Central Christian Church
as a whole. The Teacher and Guide for this revival is Jesus. This Easter season we will be doing so as we embark
upon a spiritual study and worship of “Why | Am A Christian”. | know you already know the source. Jesus is our Source
and Foundation.

| am praying for a revival of discipleship of Jesus Christ. This will be the goal for Easter. Easter is the next marker on
our journey.

In worship and in my teaching on Sunday mornings, we will study Jesus’ life. By exploring who Jesus is, what He did,
and why He did it...
...| pray and desire for us to grow in our personal relationship with Him as Lord and Savior.
...| pray that we will discover tools and resources to help us engage the issues in our lives.
...| pray that we will experience a revival of our discipleship to “go into all the world and make disciples of others”.

The next phase of our journey is a revival of discipleship.
Prepare your mind, heart, and soul to meet Jesus Christ... again, for the first time.

Blessings,
L. Brent Cantrell

Father, may Faster be a miraculous revival ofc/isc/P/cs/ﬁP. Amen.

Pastor Brent's dream and prayer for the season of Easter for you and for Central Christian Church.




EASTER 2011: A CALL TO A

REVIVAL OF DISCIPLESHIP:

In addition to the Easter focus of “Why | am a Christian” in
the Sunday worship and teachings, | would encourage
your continued studies during the week. To that end, |
invite you to get one of the four books suggested for daily
study of faith in Jesus Christ. | believe will be important
tools in your personal revival of faith this Easter.

Radical: What is Jesus Worth To You?
This book is a daring call for Christians to believe and
obey the Gospel according to Jesus - even ff it flies in the
face of success according to the American church.
Radical reveals what can happen when we exchange our
convenient beliefs for authentic discipleship.
Reason to Believe:

A Response to Common Objections to Christianity
This unique book deals with the most common objections
to the truths of the Christian faith, including:

-Has science disproved the existence of God? -Why do
people need God when life is going smoothly? -lsn’t
Christianity just a crutch for people who can't handle life’s
pressures? -Is heaven real or just “pie in the sky"? -Do
Christians have a good answer to evil and suffering? -How
does the church explain all of its hypocrites?

The Case For Christ

This is a book that has been around now for many years.

Its author, Lee Strobel, was a journalist for a Chicago
newspaper. He discounted the truth of Jesus Christ. As he

began to investigate Jesus, he was moved to claim belief

in Jesus Christ as his Savior. Learn for yourself about

deep faith in Jesus by reading the investigative-to-

amazing spiritual journey of Lee Strobel as he moves from
atheism to discipleship.
God’s Power to Change Your Life

Another “oldie but goodie”, this book’s aim is to get you
unstuck from the pitfalls and spiritual compliancy of your
life. Drawing simple but powerful truths from the Bible,
this book gives you practical guidance for specific types of
changing. As you apply the truth of God’s Word by the
power of His Spirit, your life will change. You'll move out
of the rut - and get on track with God’s wonderful purpose.

HERE’S WHAT TO DO...

(1) Get a copy of one of the books: If you do not already
have one of these books, or would like to get one you do
not have, lists are available outside the Church Office for
book orders. Orders will be placed by March 1. The cost
of each book will be noted on the list. Payment can be
made when the book(s) arrive.

(2) Go Deeper with Weekly Conversation - An Additional
Option: Consider signing up for a weekly, one-hour group
conversation about your particular book. The time and
hour will be determined by those meeting. These group
conversations can bring to light issues often missed in
personal reading and study.

Focus on Lent

A season of preparation and anticipation of the

Resurrection of Jesus Christ, Lent is observed during the 40-
day period before Easter, beginning on Ash Wednesday.
When counting the 40 days, Sundays are skipped because
they commemorate the Resurrection.

Lent: a time for reflection, for taking stock of who we
are and Whose we are, for considering the “cost” of our
Salvation, and for practicing spiritual habits that will bring
a person and a church closer to Jesus Christ.

Lent originated in the very earliest days of the Church as
a preparatory time for Easter, when the faithful rededicated
themselves and when converts were instructed in the faith
and prepared for baptism. By observing the 40 days of
Lent, the individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal
into the wilderness for 40 days before beginning His public
ministry.

Lent: a season to grow closer in faith, practice, and
commitment to Jesus Christ in thanksgiving for the gift of
Easter. Let us be about that purpose this year in our lives
and in the life of our faith family at Central Christian.

Ash Wednesday - March 9, 2011
Soup and Bread Dinner, 6:00 PM
As in past years, we will begin our Easter pilgrimage

through the observance of Ash Wednesday - the beginning
of Lent - with a Soup and Bread Dinner on March 9.
Following a hearty feast of soup and bread and Christian
fellowship, we will move to the Sanctuary for a brief Ash
Wednesday Worship and Imposition of Ashes Service.

This is an open invitation to one and all. Members,
friends, and guests alike are invited to attend both the
dinner and the service, which is intended to promote a time
of spiritual fasting for each of us as we begin our journey
toward Resurrection Sunday.

Easter Sunday - April 24, 2011

Easter, 2011 falls as late in the calendar year as most of
us will see for the remainder of our earthly lifetimes. With
Easter Sunday being April 24, the important dates of Holy
Week are: Palm Sunday, April 17, Maundy Thursday,
April 21 and Good Friday, April 22.

How is the date for Easter determined? Each year,
Easter is on the first Sunday after the first full moon
following the spring equinox. Spring begins March 20,
and the first full moon does not occur until April 17, thus
on April 24, 2011, Christians will celebrate the the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

[More Lenten information on subsequent pages]



WANT TO KNOW BUT AFRAID TO ASK?

What is Ash Wednesday? Ash Wednesday marks the
first day, or the start of the Lenten Season. On Ash
Wednesday, worshippers attend services at which they
can choose to receive ashes on their foreheads or the
back of their hands. The spiritual meaning behind this
observance is to remember our frailty as sinful people
and to repent for such a life with humility, service, and
introspection. In many high liturgical observances, the
pastor will mark the forehead of each worshipper in the
shape of a cross, saying, “Remember that you are dust
and to dust you shall return”.

Where do the ashes come from? The ashes consist of
burned palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday
service.

What is Holy Week? Also known as Passion Week, Holy
Week is the week preceding Easter, the time in the
Christian year when Christians, through prayer,
meditation, and attending special worship services,
remember the last week of Jesus' life. There are four
main holy days during Holy Week:

Palm Sunday, observed at the start of Holy Week, is
when we remember the “triumphal entry” of Jesus into
Jerusalem, exactly one week before His resurrection
(Matthew 21:1-11). It is referred to as Palm Sunday
because of the palm branches that were laid on the road
as Jesus rode the donkey into Jerusalem.

Maundy Thursday, the Thursday before Easter, was
the day on which Jesus celebrated the Passover with His
disciples, sharing a meal with them - the Last Supper.
The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin for ‘command’
(mandatum), referring to the command by Jesus at the
Last Supper, that His disciples love one another.

Good Friday: Observed the Friday before Easter, on
this day Christians commemorate the passion, or
suffering, and death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Why is
Good Friday referred to as “good™? What the Jewish
authorities and Romans did to Jesus was definitely not
good (see Matthew, chapters 26-27). However, the results of
Christ's death are very good! Romans 5:8 - But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. | Peter 3:18 - For Christ
died for our sins once and for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death
in the body, but made alive by the Spirit.

Easter is the day Christians celebrate Jesus Christ's
resurrection from the dead. Through His “immeasurable
gift”, we, too, are recipients of the promise of salvation,
the forgiveness of sins, the triumph over death, and the
amazing truth of everlasting life!

What took place during His last days?

It can be difficult to keep track of the events that
happened during the last week of Jesus’ life here on
earth. With all of the different meetings, acts of
Jesus, and trials, it is hard to keep it all straight.
Since it is the time of year in which we celebrate
Jesus’ death and resurrection, it is good for us to see
all of the events in order, so that we can truly
meditate on all that Jesus experienced prior to His
crucifixion. Following is a typical Holy Week, though
views on the actual day of Jesus’ Crucifixion vary.

Saturday: There was an evening celebration in
Bethany (about 6 miles from Jerusalem). This is the
time when Mary (Martha’s sister) anointed Jesus
(Matthew 26:6-13, John 12:2-8).

Sunday: Triumphal Entry (Jesus comes into
Jerusalem on a donkey. People lay their coats and
palm branches in the path and cry out “Hosannah in
the highest”! Jesus surveys the Temple and returns to
Bethany (Matthew 21:1-9, John 12:12-18, and Mark 11:11).

Monday: Jesus curses the fig tree on His way to
Jerusalem, cleanses the Temple, and returns to
Bethany again (Mark 11:12-19, Matthew 21:12-22).

Tuesday: Jesus debates with the religious leaders
in Jerusalem and teaches in the Temple. He also
gives the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 21:23-25; 46, Mark
11-13).

Wednesday: Some believe that Jesus was actually
crucified on Wednesday; however, the majority
believe that He was crucified on Friday. If this is the
case, Wednesday is known as “Silent Wednesday”
and Jesus presumably stayed in Bethany. It is also
believed that this was the day Judas made
arrangements to betray Jesus (Matthew 26:14-16; Mark
14:10-11).

Thursday: Preparations for the Passover took
place on this day. Jesus give His Upper Room
discourses and then goes to pray in the Garden of
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:17-46; Mark 14:12-42; John 13-
17).

Friday: Jesus is arrested (Matthew 26:47-56; Mark
14:43-50). He is then taken before Annas, Caiaphas,
and finally the Sanhedrin, or Jewish Court (John
18:13-24; Matthew 26-27:2; Mark 14:53-15:1). Following
that is His Roman trial before Pilate, Herod Antipas,
and then Pilate again (Matthew 27:2-23; Mark 15:2-14;
Luke 23:6-12). Finally, Jesus is crucified at
approximately 9 AM (Matthew 27:27-54; Mark 15:16-39).

Sunday: Jesus is risen from the dead and appears
to several witnesses (Matthew 18:1-8, Mark 16:1-8; Luke
24:1-2).




Guests in Worsl—:iP During Easter

We are anticipating many guests in the pews and
sharing with us in in worship during Easter. As we seek
revival, we are confident that revival will be experienced
with more and more coming to church. As our faith
blossoms, others will naturally seek to join us in this
experience of revival.

Already, we know some who are planning to be our
honored guests: The Dance Troupe from Wartburg
College will share this ministry and witness of Liturgical
Dance one Sunday in April; Barbara Prather, Executive
Director of the NE IA Food Bank will share information
and updates about this outreach in our community on
Sunday, March 20; Maria Benham, Executive Director of
the Big Brothers/Big Sisters of NE IA will join us on
Sunday, March 27, as she shares information about this
outreach program in our communtiy.

#ittt
BUILDING GOD’S KINGDOM

What happens next? What will we build? How much
money will be needed? How much money do we have
committed?

These and many more questions are eagerly awaiting
us to engage and answer as a congregation. Following
the conclusion of the first phase of Building God’s
Kingdom spiritual renewal and Capital Campaign
emphasis from January 9 to February 13, data will be
gathered about results.

The Faith Fund Task Group will meet with the Ministry
Council at their next meeting on Feb. 21 to review and
analyze the results.

As these results are lifted to God in prayer: ideas,
needs, and guidance will neet to be determined. There
will be time for congregational input and decision making
as we prepare for the next phase with strategies
developed.

May God alone: guide, empower, and bless each step
He is bidding us to take and seek for Central and, most
importantly, the Kingdom.

Alan is organizing a recital of his own talents as a
premier violinist, as well as other exceptional musicians
in the area, for April 8, in Central Christian Church’s
Sanctuary. Former organist, Laurie Braaten-Reuter, will
accompany Alan. We need to quickly organize our
promotion of this event - marketing info, selling tickets,
line up hosts/ushers, and plan a reception. Please
volunteer to help out as we undergird Alan and this call
to ministry and the Kingdom. Mark the date at 7:30 pm. |

Proceeds to benefit the Capital Campaign. |

Thoughts from the
Faith Fund Task GrouP

The members of the Faith Fund Task Group are
praising God! We have felt so much of His
direction as we have met weekly since November.

God, our hearts are grateful for the emphasis on
“Building God'’s Kingdom” over the past six weeks;
the nine testimonies shared; the children of Wiggly
Worship who illustrated ways to give for others
from A to Z; the music and liturgy that enable each
of us to praise You; the scripture and Your Word
proclaimed to teach us more of how and when and
where You call us to be the builders of Your
Kingdom; and Central Christian Church for its past
faith legacy, its prayerful present, and the exciting
future to which You are guiding us.

Lisa Walker, Wendy Brudevold (via e-mail and
video-conferencing), Julianne Kahn, Alan Asher,
Jane Giriffith, MariLynn Pierce, Sharon Gatewood,
and Dr. L. Brent Cantrell have felt God’s presence
and guidance in all of our planning. We could not
have anticipated the powerful testimonies that
have been given these last Sundays from such a
diverse group of members. God conveyed to us
that following our church calendar events -- from
the Wise Men’s journeying at Christmas time, now
moving into Lent as we await plans for increased
spiritual growth, and then into Pentecost when only
God knows His plans for that -- was the right time
framework.

As a group, we have experienced a growth in our
own faith, have increased our friendship and
appreciation for each other, and have discovered
that we are all passionate about going forward with
what God’s plans are for Central Christian Church.
We readily admit that we do not have all the
answers or sometimes even know what the
questions are. However, we do know that “Building
God'’s Kingdom” is the most important responsibility
we have. We do know that it is not the money
raised, nor the facilities built, nor any sure
knowledge of the future that energizes us to
continue what we have started. More importantly,
we do know that we will not fail; we will not drop
this ball; and we will continue moving forward.

We are not finished, and God is not yet finished
with us... God has plans for us... With grateful
hearts, we thank you, Lord!







