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From the Pastor

Aiming Your Spotlight

"Let your light so shine before
me, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in
heaven." -- Matthew 5:16

There is an area in each of our
lives we are pointing a spotlight.
What is being illuminated by your
spotlight? Is it something that builds
up or tears down? Is it something
positive or negative? Are you
fixated on your "stakes" (mistakes -
things in your past) instead of
pointing your light on a God who
can help you move on toward a
better life?

Many people live in the
negative forecast of life. There

always seems to be a 30% chance of
rain. We dwell on it. Obsess about
it. Live in the gray. Don't make
plans for tomorrow...because there is
a 30% chance of rain.

Then there are the few who aim
their spotlight on God whose forecast
is 70% chance of sunshine. They
look forward to what is ahead. They
are optimistic about the day.

They make plans because they
believe God's forecast....that He can
make all things possible.

As we consider our Annual
General Operating Budget
Campaign - let's aim our spotlights
on God. With God, the forecast is
great.....the (Son)light will shine.

Praise God. But if you are stuck in the
"stakes."....with a gloomy 30% chance
of rain.....the light will burn out.

| believe the forecast for the
future ministries of the kingdom at
Central are indicating that there is
going to be plenty of (Son) light. Let's
get ready to go out and enjoy life....to
aim a spotlight so all can see His light.
Make plans. Make a pledge to be part
of the future God does have in store
for Central Christian.

The forecast is great, no doubt at
all; it is going to be a great, great day
tomorrow; thanks to God.

Blessings,
L. Brent Cantrell

++SAVE THE DATE++

Notel mEn

Because of the absence of a
newsletter the week of April 25th,
some invitations and other news

Sunday, June 12, 10:45 AM
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Highlights of the important topics of business for our

church family to address as we get ready to start a new
program year on July 1st:

items are very much delayed. Please
read this issue carefully and plan to
attend events that are coming up this
weekend. Our apologies for the late
notice on several items.

» Review and Accept a budget for next year

« Elect Leadership for next year

- Receive and file program reports for the past year
« Receive an update on "Building God's Kingdom
+ Hear pastoral reflections on the Year in Review

- Consider any other congregational business
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Nominating Elders Vacation Bible School -

and Diaconate Hold the Dates

The Ministry Council is in the This year, like last, Central will join with First United Methodist,
process of Elders and Deacons for Bethel Presbyterian and Kimball Avenue Methodist for a cooperative
the 2011-2012 church year. If you Vacation Bible School. It will be held Sunday through Thursday, that
have suggestions on who you would last week of June [June 26-30] at Kimball Ave. United Methodist

like to see in those positions, please  Church on Kimball Ave. It begins each night with dinner at 5:30. It
contact Pastor Brent or leave names  concludes around 8 pm. Central will be fixing dinner one evening.

in the church office. If you are We also need persons to help as group leaders, class/project
asked to accept one of these leaders or helpers. Older teens are needed to be assistants.
positions, please prayerfully accept Contact the Church Office, 234-6231, or Sharon Longhorn, 233-
the call! 1468, for more information.
Camp Graduating Seniors

The deadline for early bir_d registration for All Seniors (High School, College) , please
Church_ Camp has passed. Itis not too late. If you contact the Church Office. We would like to honor
would like to attend Camp this summer, get the you in worship on a Sunday in June. We would like
registration form into the Church Office ASAP. to know the High School/College/Tech School you
Informatloq is posted on the Church Bulletin Board or are graduating from, most meaningful part of this
on the Regional Website. There are Camp educational experience, major (College/Tech),
opportunities for all ages - children, youth, aduits, future plans, names of parents. We have decided to
post high school, Grandparents & grandchildren at a wait until June for this recognition. We will let you
special Grandcamp, and now a camp in September know the date.

for Retirement and beyond aged.

Events and Opportunities in May

Saturday, May 14, 2011

3:00 pm - ?? Graduation Open House

Ashley Reynolds at 526 Glencoe Ave. ~ Sunday, May 22, 2011

9:30 am Worship

et Wiggly Worship
10:30 am Hospitality Hour ;
Sunf:la May 15 2.011 2:00-4:00 pm Open House Reception fo
SRR Jiehip Mary Canfield’s 100th birthday!
Wiggly Worship ary Canfield’s irthday!
10:30 am Hospitality Hour Tuesday, May 24, 2011
Monday, May 16, 2011 ik2l.am Eiblestudy
Meals on Wheels Delivery Sunday, May 29, 2011
4:15 pm Preschool Board Mtg. 9:30 am Worship
6:30 pm Ministry Council Wiggly Worship
10:30 am Hospitality Hour
Tuesday, May 17, 2011 . . .
10:30 am Bible Study 2:00-4:00 pm Graduation Open House
for Hayley Jordan

6:30 pm Elders Meeting




LOVE Inc. Benefit
Art Auction

LOVE Inc is holding a Benefit
Art Auction on Saturday, May 14,
2011 from 6:00-8:00 pm at the
Cedar Valley Community Church,
3520 Ansborough Avenue in
Waterloo. Tickets are available at
the door for $25 person.

The local art for sale will
include prints, photography, stained
glass, watercolors, quilts, ceramics,
wood and iron works. Some of the
artists will be present to talk about
their work. A fifteen-minute
presentation about Love in the
Name of Christ of the Cedar Valley
will be held at 7:00. Silent and live
auctions plus beverages, appetizers
and live music will also be
available.

LOVE Inc's mission is to
mobilize the Church to transform
lives and communities In the Name
of Christ. Central is a partner church,
and we provide three $75 Kwik Star
gas cards for vetted clients each
month.

A flyer for the art auction is
posted on the bulletin board by the
office, or you can get in touch with
me if you have questions.

Sharon Gatewood

sbgatewood@cfu.net 230-1763

Alleluia Choir and
Handbells

Summer Break

Alleluia Choir and Handbells
will be taking a break for the
summer months. Thanks to all who
have shared in these iministries.
Your contributions to worsihp and
special service are so wonderful.
Also, kudos to Pat Riddle for her
special leadership and to Mary
Cleope for her talents and
contributions.

’

Graduation Open Houses

Hayley Jordan

The congregation is invited
to help Hayley Jordan celebrate
her graduation from High
School on Sunday, May 29th
from 2:00-4:00 pm in
Fellowship Hall at Central.
Hayley will graduate from
Valley Lutheran High School.

100th Birthday
Celebration

Mary Canfield’s family
would like to invite you to
celebration Mary’s 100th
birthday on May 22 from 2:00-
4:00 pm in Fellowship Hall at
Central.

Ashley Reynolds

Please join Ashley Reynolds
and her family at their home,
526 Glencoe Ave. in Waterloo
this Saturday, May 14th
beginning at 3:00 pm to
celebrate Ashley’s graduation
from West High. Come anytime
after 3:00. The festivities will
end later in the evening.

Retirement

The Central congregational
is invited to a celebration in
honor of Rev. Don Hiscox’s
Retirement on Saturday May 14,
from 1to 4 with a program at
2:00 pm. The event will take
place at Capitol Hill Christian
Church, 3322 E. 25th St., Des
Moines, lowa.

Ladies Day of Indulgence

House of Hope Fundraiser
Saturday May 14, 2011
10 am to 5 pm

Five Sullivan Brothers

Join us and 30 plus indulgences featuring jewelry, fitness and
health, latest fashions, award winning wine, beauty, home, food,

sweets and creative interests.

Keynote speakers Dr. Kyle Troyer, Dr. Marilyn Hines, Val
Bullerman (Life Coach), and Dean Schillinger (Hy Vee Dietitian).
Mix 93.5 will be broadcasting live, we will have live music, great

door

prizes and hands on demonstrations.

All proceeds will go to the House of Hope.

This is the day ladies! Celebrate Health & Weliness, pamper
yourself and support area businesses.

Tickets are $20 prior to the event and $25 at the door. Contact
Kim Cantrell at 610-1601 if you are interested in purchasing tickets.
This would make a nice Mother's Day gift !
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‘Thanks Yous

Dear Friends ' Dear Friends of the Northeast lowa Food Bank,

Your recent gift of $,75‘00 has arrived, On behalf of the board, staff and volunteers of the
and | am so grateful you've chosen to Northeast lowa Food Bank, | would like to thank you for
support The Salvation Army’s life- your recent contribution of $240 to the Food Bank. Our
changlng work. N ) mission is to provide nutritious food and grocery products

We've had the privilege of caring for to nonprofit organizations and individuals in Northeast
people overlooked by society ever since lowa, while offering hunger education programs to the
1865. Many of our stories are stories of community and those in need.

God miraculously changing the lives of Your donation helps our neighbors and friends. One
neighbors in need, right here in our area. in eight residents in our 16-county service area seeks

So | thank you for standing with us. assistance from a Food Bank agency each year.

And | pray that God will bless you as you Because of you, we have been able to meet a
continue such a life of compassion. growing need throughout Northeast iowa. Together, we

With gratitude, ) are making a difference on a daily basis in people’s lives.

Captain Robert Whitney, With Sincere Appreciation,
Corps Officer Barbara Prather

Executive Director

A Few Statistics
from
House of Hope

How your time, energy, prayers, gifts and donations have helped!
From 1997 - 2010

Avg. age of women: 22.5 years
Number of women served: 187
Avg. age of children: 2.3 years
Number of children served: 231

Avg. number of children per mother: 1.8

Racial Diversity: 44% African American, 1% Hispanic, 42% Caucasian, 13% Bi-racial
Of the 187 women served:
21 have received GED

18 completed 1-2 yr degree at Hawkeye
7 completed BA Degree at UNI

11 received Certified Nursing Certificate
3 completed Allen Nursing (RN)
2 completed teaching practicum

4 completed La James
101 became employed full-time
Number of women actively involved in church: 74
Avg. stay in the program: 11.3 months
Of the women served: 58% were homeless
42% were imminently homeless/within 2 weeks of homelessness
37 were evicted from the program for severe rule violations
77% were not involved with the court system, 13% were involved with the court system
Areas of concem: Drug/alcohol addiction (16), Mental/Emotional Health (34),
Domestic Abuse (38), Criminal Past (23)




Keep the Lights On!

We are beginning our annual
General Operating Budget Stewardship
Focus. This is not the Building
Campaign or Faith Fund initiative that
started this past January.

The General Operating Budget is
the financial resources we use for daily,
ongoing ministries. These are the
sources we use to keep the lights on,
provide for Faith Formation, worship,
music, outreach, evangelism, office
supplies and salaries of our staff.

Without a strong and healthy
budget for the day to day needs; the fact
could be - we cannot "Keep the Lights
On!"

And, of course, it is not just
practical - it is a core teaching of Jesus.
We cannot allow our light to go out or be
hidden. Jesus says, "Do not hide your
light; but let it shine (like a beacon) for all
to see...as you glorify me and bring
others into the kingdom. In the same
way, let your light shine (burn and keep it
on) before all, that they may see your
good deeds and praise your Father in
Heaven."

-Paraphased from Matthew 5:14-16

Easter Lilies

You are cordially invited to attend
the Investiture

of

Thomas D. Waterman
i Edward M. Mansfield
|

Bruce B. Zager

Towa Supreme Court

Friday
June 3, 2011
2:00 p.m.

House Chamber
State Capitol
Des Moines, Iowa

Reception following in the
1 Historic Supreme Court Courtroom of the State Capitol
e ———————— e —— _

We thank all who donated Easter Lilies for this year's Easter Sunday Service....

Sharon Gatewood
MariLynn Pierce

Denis & Julia Kuhlmann
Elda Watson

Sheila Garwood
Carolyn Cole Evans
Julianne Kahn

Darrel & Alice Baker
Toots Weston

The Cantrells

Marilyn & Dean Jellings
Wendy Brudevold

Stan & Rosie Wood
Alvin & Clemie Marken

In memory of Thelma & Vernon Baker and Martha & Clarence Baker

In memory of Denis’ Dad and Julia’s Dad

In memory of Norbert

In memory of Ira & Bev Garwood

In memory of Thelma S. Cole

In memory of Neil Kahn, Sr., Don & Vivian Gardner and Tom Gardner

In memory of parents and siblings
In memory of Ruth & Ted Wood

Dave & Nan Kane
Bob & Carol Mayfield
Joan Kennison
Phyllis Zager

Alan & Shiela Carlson

In memory of mom, Barbara Kane
In memory in memory of Bob’s father and Carol's father
In memory of Dorothy & Jack & Jeff Kennison

In memory of Meint & Hattie Johnson







